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redistribution of population and industry. Regional repre-
sentatives whose work would be predominantly advisory and
restricted to town and country planning could not cope with
the problems which the Demobilisation and the following period
will create. Quick decisions are needed in many fields which
do not belong to town and country planning, even in its broader
sense, but which are integral parts of planning in general.
" Referring back to Whitehall" should be reduced to a minimum.
And this is possible if regional and local authorities can act
" according to plan ", in this case the National Plan; and if
they know where they stand. Once again it must be emphasised
that a Creative Demobilisation is more, infinitely more, than the
creation of opportunities of work. It is the foundation upon
which the very life of the next generation rests. And like the
foundations of a building it must be laid systematically and
with due regard to all parts of the superstructure.
An administrative policy of " safety first" will not win the
peace. It will not arouse the unbounded energy, the new fervour,
and the spirit-stirring enthusiasm which is even more needed
in peace than in war. The people want a lead. They want to
go ahead and to build a better world. And they do understand
that this cannot be done by dragging along and waiting for
"what the public want". They are ready for great changes
which must take place if the war and the innumerable sufferings
are not to be in vain.
More !   More ! is the cry of a mistaken soul:
Less than all cannot satisfy Man.
These words of William Blake are like a clarion call inspiring
the peaceful army which Britain will put in the fields and in the
factories, in the offices and in the laboratories, after the war.
They mean in reality that the highest aims are just good enough
and that putting up with less is not always a virtue. And they
mean also that these ultimate goals must not be frustrated by
evading compromises, which might be " truly democratic>f aad
appealing at the first glance. Events will follow each other in
peace-time just as rapidly as in war-time, and they will govern
our actions in the same way as the enemy does if we are behind
them. Only a grand strategy aiming at far-reaching results can
weld the manifold individual actions into one coherent whole
and make them productive steps towards the realisation of the
ideals embodied in the National Plan. We must not disperse
our forces in isolated and minor actions for the sake of local
successes. We must concentrate their whole ^caight on the last
goal of making Britain one good bouse* Britain was the first